How to Plant a Tree

MAKE SURE YOUR ROOTS DO NOT DRY OUT BEFORE GETTING YOUR TREE PLANTED!! KEEP THEM MOIST!!
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Soak tree before planting — NO MORE THAN 12 HOURS

Dig hole to a depth so that the graft union on the tree is 3” above the ground. This allows room to mulch
the tree after your plant.

Place tree in hole and spread roots out so they are not touching the sides of the hole.
Fill hole % full with water.

Fill the hole with dirt being careful to cover all the roots. Do not amend or add anything to the soil. (This
means do not add any fertilizer or compost at this time)

Pack the dirt around the tree. This will get out any air pockets. While doing this, make a basin around the
whole tree.

Fill basin with water.

Stake your tree. Use a stake that will be 7' — 8’ above the ground. | use 10’ lengths of %” metal conduit.
Place the stake 5” — 6” from the base of the tree. Staking will promote early fruiting. You should leave the
stake in for 8 — 12 years. Do not use twine to tie your stake with. Twine will damage the bark which can
lead to disease that can kill your tree. | will use either hose or plastic chain that you can get at A.M Leonard
or a garden store.

Mulch around the base of your tree. Try to keep the mulch 1” from the trunk. Mulching is extremely
important in protecting your tree from weather extremes and drought.

Spread a cup of fertilizer around the base of the tree. | would recommend 10-10-10.

You should not let your tree bare fruit for the first two years. You should snip the blossoms off to prevent
this from happening.

Young trees need protection against rodents, frost cracks, sunscald, lawnmowers and weed whackers. White
plastic guards are an inexpensive and easy control method. Light colored tree wraps can be used to protect the

trunk from sunscald.

For the first year or two, especially after a week or so of especially hot or dry weather, watch your trees closely

for signs of moisture stress. If you see leaf wilting or hard, caked soil, water the trees well and slowly enough to
allow the water to soak in. This will encourage deep root growth. Keep the area under the tree mulched.

Good luck planting this spring.



